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BBeellooww,,  SSaaiilloorrss  lliinnee  IInnddyy’’ss ddeecckk  aass
sshhee  lleeaavveess  hheerr  hhoommee  ppoorrtt  ooff
YYookkoossuukkaa,,  JJaappaann  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  ttiimmee
oonn  77  JJuullyy  11999988..  LLeefftt,,  tthhee  aauutthhoorr
aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthhee  ccaarrrriieerr  oonn  hheerr
ffiinnaall  ccrruuiissee  ttoo  PPeeaarrll  HHaarrbboorr,,
HHaawwaaiiii..

Indy�s Last CIndy�s Last C
BByy  WWii ll ll ii aamm  TT..  BBaakkeerr

WWhheenn  II  jjooiinneedd  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee
((CCVV  6622))  ffoorr  hheerr  ffiinnaall  ooppeerraa--
ttiioonnaall  ccrruuiissee,,  II  rreeaalliizzeedd  tthhaatt
II  wwoouulldd  bbee  wwiittnneessssiinngg  tthhee
eenndd  ooff  aann  eerraa..  TTooddaayy,,  llooookk--
iinngg  bbaacckk  oonn  mmyy  eexxppeerriieenncceess
II  wwiisshh  ttoo  hhoonnoorr  tthhee  eevveennttss
aanndd  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  ddeeffiinneedd
IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  aanndd  tthhee
NNaavvyy’’ ss  pprreesseennccee  iinn  JJaappaann..

This is not a history chronicling
Indy’s 39 years of service to
the Navy and the nation (see

history, p. 12). It is a tribute to not
only the last men and women
assigned aboard Independence, but all
Sailors who proudly served on
“Freedom’s Flagship” from her com-
missioning on 10 January 1959 to her
decommissioning on 30 September
1998.

On 7 July 1998,Independencepre-
pared to depart for the final time from
her home port in Yokosuka, Japan,
where she had been home-ported
since September 1991. The gray haze
blurring the distinction between water
and sky seemed appropriate and cap-
tured the mood. Captain Mark
Milliken, CV 62’s last CO, character-
ized her departure as “a sad day for
Indy Sailors.” He encouraged those at
the ceremony to “support and wel-
come Kitty Hawk [CV 63] as you

have Midway [CV 41] and Indy.”
The ceremony ended with the unfurl-
ing of the “Going Home” banner, and
the command to man the rails.

The significant cultural ties that
developed from the U.S. presence in
Japan were apparent during the cruise.
Shortly after reaching the open sea,
Independence performed an underway
memorial service and burial at sea for
Masuoka Ichiro. A career Japanese
government official known as “Mr.
Navy,” he had focused on naval affairs
between the United States and Japan
and had long supported the continued
partnership of the two navies. In trib-
ute, Rear Admiral Timothy J. Keating,
Commander Carrier Task Force 70,
praised his “enthusiastic and tireless
support of the U.S. Navy whose
efforts, more than any other single
individual, ensured the close coopera-
tion between the United States and
Japan and led to the continuous carrier

battle group presence in Japan since
1973.” The admiral added that as had
Midway and Independence, Kitty
Hawk would benefit from Ichiro’s
vision of continued cooperation while
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“his legacy of support of the U.S.
Navy carries on in his memory.”

During transit to Pearl Harbor,
flight operations began each day as
they would at any other time, with a
foreign object damage walkdown. But
as the day ended on 15 July,Indy had
conducted flight ops for the final
time. The last day of flying generated
eerie feelings of anticipation and anti-
climax as crew members watched
from vulture’s row or gathered on the
flight deck. 

An E-2C Hawkeye from
Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron 115—
carrying Indy’s skipper and
Capt. Richard O. McHarg,
Commander Carrier Air
Wing 5—launched, recov-
ered and then launched
again to circle the ship
while other aircraft headed
for Kitty Hawk and the
beach. In what
seemed a surreal
moment, “Liberty
601” turned on final,
caught the 3-wire
and executed Indy’s
final trap.

Pearl Harbor pro-
vided a fitting histor-
ical backdrop for CV
62’s farewell on 17

July. Slowly steaming toward her
mooring,Indy sailed past Missouri
(BB 63) and Arizona (BB 39)—
reminders of the Navy’s rich heritage
and symbols of the tragic beginning
and triumphant end of the Second
World War. As Independence turned

over the forward-deployed duties to
Kitty Hawk on the 18th, some
observers felt mixed emotions.
Lieutenant Chris Erickson, an S-3B
Viking pilot with Sea Control
Squadron 21, described the experi-
ence as “bittersweet.” He was excited
but at the same time “really sad to see
Indy take off.”

Perhaps best summing up the feel-
ings of all those who served aboard
CV 62, AM1 Robert Cook of Fleet
Air Reconnaissance Squadron 5
mused, “Leaving Independence is like
leaving an old friend.” I can think of
no greater tribute.

Mr. Baker is a historian with the Naval
Historical Center’s Aviation History Branch.
He deployed as part of a joint team from the
Navy’s Combat Documentation Team Det
206 and Naval Historical Center staff mem-
bers on the final operational cruise of
Independence.
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TToopp,,  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee wwiisshheess  hheerr  oolldd
hhoommee  ppoorrtt  ggooooddbbyyee  wwiitthh  SSaaiilloorrss  ssppeelllliinngg
oouutt  ““ssaayyoonnaarraa”” oonn  tthhee  fflliigghhtt  ddeecckk..  AAbboovvee,,
IInnddyy’’ss sskkiippppeerr  aanndd  tthhee  aaiirr  wwiinngg  CCOO  mmaakkee
tthhee  ccaarrrriieerr’’ss  llaasstt  ttrraapp  aanndd  ccaattaappuulltt..  RRiigghhtt,,
IInnddyy ppeerrssoonnnneell  ssttaanndd  aatt  aatttteennttiioonn  aass  tthhee
ccaarrrriieerr  ppaasssseess  tthhee  AArriizzoonnaa mmeemmoorriiaall
uuppoonn  eenntteerriinngg  PPeeaarrll  HHaarrbboorr..

ruiseruise
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